Who's on My Student's Educational Team? 

Welcome to Who's on My Student's Educational Team? Kind of sounds like basketball, doesn't it? We have some objectives for you. You're going to find out who the players are. 

The first one is for you to understand the role of these different players on the team, the teacher of students with visual impairments, the orientation of mobility specialist, the paraprofessional, family members and others, which could be different therapists, the school nurse, whoever needs to be involved with that student. And to recognize how the team members can work together to support the student's success at school. 

In the picture, you see a student using an iPad with the teacher or students with visual impairments looking on to provide support, but to have them work as independently as possible. 

In special education, as I'm sure you're well aware, we have alphabet soup, lots of acronyms, lots of names for things. So we have lots of names for the teacher. For example, you may hear TSVI, Teacher of Students with Visual Impairment, TVI, teacher of the visually impaired. Braille teacher, vision teacher, you name it. 

The same thing with the O&M professional, or the Orientation and Mobility Professional. You may hear O&M specialist or O&M instructor. COMS, which stands for Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist. The cane teacher, the mobility teacher. The Paraprofessional could be called the aide, the assistant, the braillist, so lots of different names. 

But let's talk about the roles of these three professionals, because they're key to the success of our students with visual impairments. The teachers students with visual impairments is going to be somebody who almost every student with a visual impairment has on their team, because once a student is identified as visually impaired. this is the special educator who's going to be providing the services. 

The main thing for the teacher of students with visual impairments with Hugh is to help you understand how a student's visual impairment impacts her learning. And that's really what the different sections in this professional development are really all about. 

The teacher of students with visual impairment provides you and the students strategies, materials, and tools that allow your student to succeed. And what one student uses is going to differ from another. And if you are unsure who your teacher student with visual impairment is, contact your principal or your special ed director, and let's get going on who that person is. 

I'd like to let you hear a little bit more from a teacher about what she views as her role in supporting general education teachers like you, so let's hear from Karen. 

A lot of times, teachers want to make sure that their student who is visually impaired is keeping up with the pace with their peers. And that's where I come into play. I can come into the classroom, help support where maybe there are certain levels of instruction that are needed, helping you differentiate instruction, and figure out where the student is falling behind. 

Maybe it's a matter of instead of five bell-work questions, he or she can do two bell-work with questions and still demonstrate the content knowledge that's needed. If it's not enough time finishing up the test, we can adapt the test a little bit, where, again, maybe as long as they're demonstrating the content that you're looking for, maybe they don't need to take all 50 questions. Maybe 25 is enough. Or are finding ways for them to demonstrate the areas that you're looking for, as opposed to all of the-- or some of the other assignments that could be taking up some additional time. 

Now let's talk about the Orientation and Mobility Specialist. We have a section called Orientation and Mobility 101, where you'll learn more about what orientation and mobility is and the role of the O&M specialist. But in a nutshell, this is the individual who makes sure that the student knows how to travel safely at school and in the community. 

You can see in the photo that the Orientation and Mobility Specialist is walking behind the student. And that's because she wants the student to travel independently, and she's teaching her skills about where cars are and how to get through a parking lot safely. 

The O&M specialist will also provide training to you and classmates about how to travel with a student who has a visual impairment. Often, this may be encouraging all of you to let that student travel independently, and not try to push and pull a student. But instead, to have the student use the cane if the student's a cane user, vision if he's primarily a visual traveler, and then to be available when he needs support. 

Many students will have a paraprofessional. But on the flip-side, many will not. When a pair of professional is present, it's important that that person is there as a support. So for example, to give the student access to visual information, both in the classroom, and in the cafeteria, and also, out on the playground. 

The paraprofessional may be asked by the teacher of students with visual impairment or the orientation and mobility specialist to reinforce new concepts and skills that the student is learning. But they are not the primary person for teaching these skills. And often, the role of the paraprofessional will be to adapt materials. 

The paraprofessional is with a student with visual impairments who's using a refreshable Braille display with her laptop. And so sometimes the paraprofessional's in the role of being tech support person if something goes wrong, but there's a lot more for paraprofessionals to do. Let's hear what Dana has to say. 

So when a student with a visual impairment has an aide or a paraprofessional with them, we want to make sure that their role is to support the student to access your activity, your specific lesson. But we really want our students to be as independent as possible. 

So I see a role as-- of a paraprofessional, as kind of fading back, knowing when to step back, knowing when to maybe go try to help another student to give our student with a visual impairment a chance to be independent, and to really have to focus on your instruction, because you are the classroom teacher. And that is your student on your roster and you'll be giving them grades and-- 

Obviously, the child's family is very important, parents, guardians, grandparents, and then also, other team members such as physical therapists, occupational therapists, speech therapists, school nurses. Thinking about families, they are the ones who know their child best, and they know what their child does well, and what adaptations their child uses at home. 

This young lady is cooking. And one of the adaptations that the family has made is to put raised markings on the stove so that she can feel on the dials what she needs to do. So finding out how they can help their child from professionals is important, but also for us professionals, to find out from families what works for them. 

So the family is going to be involved in the child's IEP development as an integral member of the team. And it's important that we listen to families, and that there is an open sharing of information back and forth. 

So, in conclusion, "Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is progress." But most importantly, "Working together is success." And Henry Ford said this when he was developing cars. So if you think about all we need to do together to support the student to have success, we really can think about Henry Ford and what he did for us with the automobile a mere, what, 120 years ago. Wow. All right. Thank you so much. 
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